
1 
 

 

 

Canadian Voice of Women for Peace 
25 Cecil St. Suite #310 
Toronto, ON. M5T 1N1 

WILPF Canada  
c/o 512-9168 Slopes Mews,  
Burnaby, BC V5A 0E4 

 

November 26, 2021 

 

 

 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance 
The Honourable Chrystia Freeland 
Department of Finance Canada 
90 Elgin Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G5 
 

 
The Honourable Marci Ien 
Minister for Women and Gender 
Equality  
Women and Gender Equality 
(WAGE) Canada 
P.O. Box 8097, Station T CSC 
Ottawa, ON K1G 3H6 

 
The Honourable Anita Anand 
Minister of National Defence 
101 Colonel By Drive 
Ottawa ON  K1A 0K2 

 

Re: Our opposition to your government’s plan to buy new fighter jets & a request for a gender-based 

analysis of defence procurement and military expenditures – Fighter jets aren’t feminist 

 

Dear Deputy Prime Minister Freeland, Minister Anand and Minister Ien, 

 

We, the Canadian Voice of Women for Peace (VOW) and the Women’s International League for Peace & 

Freedom-Canada (WILPF-Canada), are writing to you to express our unequivocal opposition to your 

government’s plan to spend $19 billion to buy 88 new fighter jets. Our organizations represent thousands of 

women across the country. We have timed our letter to coincide with the 16 Days of Action to End Violence 

Against Women. Warplanes are for war and are forms of violence against women.  
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The federal government’s plan to buy new fighter jets is the second most expensive procurement in Canadian 

history. We want the federal government to invest in the priorities of women in Canada including affordable 

housing, action on climate change and to implement all the calls to action and justice in Reclaiming Power and 

Place: The Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls and in 

Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future: Final Report the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

 

Instead of spending tax dollars on fighter jets, we also want Canada to increase foreign aid to help women and 

girls abroad and finally fulfill our pledge of 0.7 percent GNI/ODA that our country made in 1970 and to increase 

climate financing for developing countries to meet the commitment we made under the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change in 2009. We are also requesting that your departments conduct a 

Gender Based Analysis (GBA+) of the planned acquisition of a new costly, carbon-intensive weapon system and 

make publicly available the GBA+ report.  

 

In 2018, the federal government passed the Canadian Gender Budgeting Act. Article 2 of the Act obliges the 

government to consider gender and diversity in resource allocation decisions and to make that information 

public to promote transparency and accountability. The government developed a Gender-Based Analysis (GBA+) 

tool for departments to use to assess the gender and diversity impacts for government spending. Thus, we are 

asking for a GBA+ report to be done and publicly available on the fighter jet capability procurement. 

We would also like to bring to your attention that on July 21, 2021, your government made another $90 million 

($71 million USD) annual payment to the U.S. Department of Defense to participate in the Lockheed Martin F-35 

development program despite the fact that Canada might not buy this fighter jet. By contrast, the federal 

government spent only $45 million last year on the Department on Women and Gender Equality (WAGE), 

according to the Public Accounts of Canada. WAGE’s Departmental Plan for 2019-2020 shows staffing of just 194 

full-time equivalents. The WAGE plan states, “Gender-based violence remains one of the most serious and 

pervasive human rights issues in Canada and the world.” Gender-based violence has worsened across the country 

during the pandemic. Yet the financial and human resources allocated to this department with a mandate to 

advance women’s equality and prevent gender-based violence are minimal and insufficient. It is unacceptable 

that the federal government spends twice as much annually to help develop an American fighter jet than it does 

to advance equality and safety programs for Canadian women.  

Worst still, since 1997, Canada has paid over $772 million CAD (approximately $613 million USD) to remain a 

partner in the F-35 development consortium. This amount is more than the Canadian government has spent over 

the same period on the former federal Status of Women office and the WAGE department combined. Moreover, 

the federal government spent $27 billion on the Department of National Defence, a male-dominated institution 

where gender-based violence has been rampant, which is 600X more than it spent on the WAGE department 

($45 million). 

As well, we are aware that women comprise only 16% of the Canadian Armed Forces, 20% of the aerospace 

manufacturing workforce and about 30% of the aerospace maintenance, repair and overhaul workforce. These 

are figures from reports from the Department of National Defence. Thus, the fighter jet program entrenches a 

male-dominated industry for the manufacturing and use of weapons. 

Canada has prioritized the development of warplanes over investment in equality initiatives for women over the 

past two decades. Furthermore, according to the No Fighter Jets Coalition, the estimated life-cycle cost of the 

new jets will be $77 billion CAD and will lock Canada into a fossil-fuel powered militarism for the next three 

decades. Canada cannot rapidly reduce greenhouse gas emissions and meet the Paris Agreement targets while 
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buying climate-destroying combat aircraft. Climate change puts women who are already disadvantaged at a 

greater risk. VOW and WILPF-Canada are extremely concerned about the worsening climate crisis with flooding 

in British Columbia, Newfoundland and Nova Scotia now and with out-of-control forest fires in British Columbia, 

Alberta and Ontario last summer. Canadian scientists are predicting even more devastating climate-induced 

natural disasters next year. Canada needs to rapidly decarbonize and quickly upscale a just transition for 

renewable energy and community resilience. 

Though your government claims to have a feminist foreign policy, there’s nothing feminist about fighter jets. 

Fighter jets are fossil-fuel powered fighting machines. They injure and kill women and girls (and men and boys), 

they destroy civilian infrastructure, they foment armed conflict and the climate crisis, and they deprive countries 

from having adequate resources to invest in urgent social and environmental programs. Fighter jets are not 

needed to protect Canada’s sovereignty or secure our borders. We have international law, arbitration and 

diplomacy to deal non-violently with all international conflict. Former deputy Defence Minister Charles Nixon 

recently affirmed that “Canada does not need fighter jets period.” 

As well, VOW and WILPF-Canada are very concerned about the health impacts of new fighter jets especially if 

Canada decides to buy the F-35. Public health reviews conducted in the United States show the F-35 is extremely 

loud and causes severe, adverse noise pollution that harms people who live next to air force bases. The Canadian 

government has also stated that the country’s new fleet of fighter jets will be based at the Cold Lake Air Force 

Base in Alberta and the Bagotville Air Base in Quebec. We are concerned that a fleet of F-35s will harm local 

Indigenous people, such as the Cold Lake First Nation, and non-Indigenous communities, particularly children, 

located near the bases. We are asking that the GBA+ analysis include the health impacts from fighter jet noise 

on women, children and wildlife. We are also aware that the Cold Lake Air Force Base and the Air Weapons 

Testing Range are on stolen land from the Beaver Lake Cree Nation and the Cold Lake Dene Nation and that the 

Indigenous people have experienced severe cumulative harm including impoverishment from their forced 

displacement decades ago. 

Finally, VOW and WILPF-Canada are appealing to you and your government not buy new fighter jets and reduce 

military spending and re-allocate it to our urgent social and environmental priorities. We want the federal 

government to invest in the women-led care economy and in a just, green, peaceful recovery to deal with the 

real security challenges we are facing: gender-based violence, the pandemic and catastrophic climate change.  

We look forward to your reply and the results of the GBA+ report on the fighter jet procurement. 

Sincerely, 

 
On behalf of 
Canadian Voice of Women for Peace 
 

 
On behalf of 
Women’s International League for Peace & 
Freedom Canada  
 

cc: Ms. Jacqueline O’Neill, Canada’s Ambassador for Women, Peace & Security 

#FeminismNotFighterJets #NoNewFighterJets #IDEVAW #16Days #OrangeTheWorld 
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Sources:  

“Canada pays another US$71M for F-35 development” 

https://www.thestar.com/politics/2021/07/21/canada-spends-another-us71m-on-f-35-amid-calls-to-cancel-

fighter-jet-purchase.html  

  

“Canada spends another US$71M on F-35 amid calls to cancel fighter jet purchase” 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/canada-spends-another-us-71m-on-f-35-amid-calls-to-cancel-fighter-jet-

purchase-1.5517876 

 

Gender-Based Analysis Plus (GBA+) 

https://women-gender-equality.canada.ca/en/gender-based-analysis-plus.html 

 

Public Accounts of Canada 2020 “Department on Women and Gender Equality” 

https://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/recgen/cpc-pac/2020/vol2/s1/rcec-reet-eng.html 

 

Public Health Review of F-35 Basing, Vermont 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2016/11/EIS_F-35A_Jets%202012.pdf 

 

About Canadian Voice of Women for Peace 

(VOW)  

The Canadian Voice of Women for Peace (VOW) 

was established in 1960 and is a non-partisan, 

non-governmental organization comprised of a 

network of diverse women across the country. 

VOW is affiliated with the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and every 

year takes a delegation of women to the UN 

Commission on the Status of Women conference 

in New York. For over 60 years, VOW has tirelessly 

advocated for a world without war. VOW stands 

for a feminist peace based on nonviolence, 

disarmament, diplomacy and common security 

with gender equality. For more information about 

VOW, please visit: http://vowpeace.org 

 

About the Women’s International League for 

Peace & Freedom-Canada (WILPF-Canada) 

WILPF Canada’s goals are to bring together women of different political beliefs and philosophies who are 

united in their determination to study, make known and help abolish the causes and the legitimization of war; 

and to work toward world peace; total and universal disarmament; the abolition of violence and coercion in 

the settlement of conflict and their substitution in every case of negotiation and conciliation; the strengthening 

of the United Nations system; the continuous development and implementation of international law; political 

and social equality and economic equity; co-operation among all people; and an environmentally sustainable 

development. WILPF Canada is a section of WILPF International. For more information about WILP-Canada, 

please visit: http://wilpfvancouver.ca/ 

http://vowpeace.org/
http://wilpfvancouver.ca/

